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GENEALOGY. 



THE BRENT FAMILY. 

Complied by W. B. Chilton, Washington, D. C. 

(continued.) 

(P. C. C. Act Book 163 1-3, fo. 28.) 
Elizabeth Brent als. Reade. 
16. May, 1631, commission issued to Edward Reade, esq. of Mitton, 
co. Worcester, brother of Elizabeth Brent als. Reade, deceased, and 
while she (?he> lived wife of Richard Brent of Admington, co. Glou- 
cester, to administer the goods -&c. of the said deceased. 



(P. C. C. Admon. Act Book, 1631-3, F. 154.) 

William Brent. 

2. March 1632-3, a commission was issued to Sir. Nathaniel Brent, 

Knight and Doctor of Laws, and to Richard Brent, Gentleman, brothers 

of William Brent, late of Wolford Parva, in the county of Warwick, 

bachelor, deceased to Administer, etc. 

15 March, 1632-3, the said Richard Brent renounced the same. 



Dictionary of National Biography. 
Brent, Sir Nathaniel, (i573?~i652), Warden of Merton College, 
Oxford, was the son of Anchor Brent of Little Wolford, Warwickshire, 
where he was born about 1573. His grand-father's name was Richard 
and his great grandfather was John Brent of Cosington, Somersetshire. 
He became "portionist ", or postmaster, of Merton College, Oxford, in 
1589; proceeded B. A. on 20 June 1593; was admitted probationer fellow 
there in 1594, and took the degree of M. A. on 31 Oct. 1598. He was 
proctor of the university in 1607, and admitted bachelor of law on 11 
Oct. 1623. In 1613 and J614 he travelled abroad into several parts of 
the learned world, and underwent dangerous adventures in Italy to 
procure the "History of the Council of Trent", which he translated in- 
to English (Wood). In 1616 Carleton, ambassador at the Hague, writes 
to Winwood that he leaves Brent, 'one not unknown to your honour' to 
conduct the business of the embassy during his temporary absence at 
Spa. On 13 Oct. of the same year Carleton writes again to Winwood 
that Brent is bringing home despatches, and hopes to secure an office in 
Ireland, for which Carleton recommends him highly. On 26 Nov. Win- 
wood replied that the post in question, that of 'Secretary of Ireland', 
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had been conferred on Sir Francis Annesley before Brent's arrival in 
England. Soon after the <:lose of his foreign tour Rrent married Martha, 
the daughter and heiress of Robert Abbot, bishop of Salisbury, and 
neice of George Abbot archbishop of Canterbury. 

The influence of the Abbots secured Brent's election in 1622 to the 
wardenship of Merton College, in succession to Sir Henry Savile. He 
was afterwards appointed commissary of the diocese of Canterbury, 
and Vicar-general to the archbishop, and on Sir Henry Marten's death 
became judge of the prerogative court. During the early years oi 
Laud's primacy ( j 634-7), Brent made a tour through the length and 
breadth of England south of the Trent reporting upon and correcting 
ecclesiastical abuses (Gardiner, Hist. 1884, VIII, 108-17; cf. Hist. MSS. 
Comm. 4th Rep. 131-147). But Brent chiefly owed his fame to his con- 
nection with Merton College. * * On 23, Aug., 1669, he was knighted 
at Woodstock by the king, who was preparing to pay a state visit to 
Oxford. On 24 Aug. Brent entertained the French and Dutch ambas- 
sadors at Merton, and on 27 Aug. gave a dinner to the king and queen. 
In 1629-30 he was admitted to the freedom of the city of Canterbury 
honoris causa (Hist. MSS. Comm. 9th Rep. 163b.) In August 1636 
Brent presented Prince Charles and Prince Rupert for degrees, when 
Laud, who had become chancellor in 1639, was entertaining the royal 
family. In 1638 Laud held a visitation of Merton College, and insisted 
on many radical reforms. Laud stayed at the college for many weeks, 
and found Brent an obstinate opponent. * * Brent ultimately gained 
the victory over Laud. The tenth charge in the indictment drawn up 
against the archbishop in 1641 treats of the unlawful authority exercised 
by him at Merton in 1638. The warden came forward as a hostile wit- 
ness at Laud's trial. * * Laud replied to Brent's accusations in his 
'History of the "Troubles and Trial' ( Anglo-Cath. Libr. IV, 194). On the 
outbreak of the civil wars Brent sided with the parliament. Before Charles 
I entered Oxford (29 Oct. 1642), the warden had abandoned Oxford for 
London. On 27 Jan. 1644-1645 Charles I wrote to the loyal fellows at 
Merton that Brent was deposed from his office on the grounds of his 
having absented himself for three years from the college, of having 
adhered to the rebels, and of having accepted the office of judge- 
marshal in their ranks. He had also signed the covenant. The petition 
for the formal removal of Brent, to which the king's letter was an 
answer was drawn up by John Graves, Savilian professor of geometry. 
On 9 April the great William Harvey was elected to fill Brent's place; 
but as soon as Oxford fell into the hands of Fairfax, the parliamentary 
general (24 June 1646}, Brent returned to Merton, and apparently re- 
sumed his post there without any opposition being offered him. In 1647 
Brent was appointed president of the famous parliamentary commission, 
or visitation, ordered by the parliament 'for the due correction of offen- 
ces, abuses and disorders' in the university. The proceedings began on 
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3 June, but it was not until 30 Sept. that the colleges were directed to 
forward to Merton their statutes, registers, and accounts to enable Brent 
and his colleagues to really set to work. On 12 April 1648 Brent pre- 
sented four of the visitors for the degree of M. A. Early in May of the 
same year Brent showed more mercy than his colleagues approved by 
•conniving' at Anthony a Wood s retention of his postmastership in 
spite of his avowed royalism. Wood tells us that he owed this favour 
to the intercession of his mother, whom Brent had known from a girl. 
On 17 May 1649 Fairfax and Cromwell paid the university a threatening 
visit, and malcontents were thenceforth proceeded against by the com- 
mission with the utmost rigour. But Brent grew dissatisfied with its 
proceedings. The visitors claimed to rule Merton College as they 
pleased, and without consulting the warden, they admitted fellows, 
masters, and bachelors of arts. On 13 Feb. 1650-1 he sent a petition 
of protest against the conduct of the visitors to parliament. The com- 
missioners were ordered to answer Brent's complaint, but there was no 
evidence that they did so, and in October 105 1 Brent retired from the 
commission. On 27 Nov. following he resigned his office of Warden, 
nominally in obedience to an order forbidding pluralities, but his refusal 
to sign 'the engagement', which would have bound him to support a 
commonwealth without a king or a house of lords, was probably the 
more direct cause of his resignation. Brent afterwards withdrew to 
his house in Little Britain, London, and died there on 6 Nov. 1652. He 
whs buried in the church of St. Batholomew the Less on 17 Nov. 
Wood states that he had seen an epitaph in print on Brent by one 'John 
Sictar, a Bohemian exile, whom Brent had provisioned' in his lifetime. 

Brent's daughter Margaret married Edward Corbet of Merton College, 
a Presbyterian, on whom Laud repeatedly refused to confer the living 
of Charlham. Brent's literary work was small. In 1620 he translated 
into English the 'History of the Council of Trent' by Pietro Soane 
Polano (i. e. Pietro Sarpi). A second edition appeared in 1629, and 
another in 1676. Archbishop Abbot had caused the Italian original to 
be published for the first time in 1619 in London. In 1625 * * * 
'Brent edited and republished the elaborate defence of the church of 
England 'Vindiciae* Ecclesiae Anglecanae', first published in 1613 by 
Francis Mason, archdeacon of Norfolk (Strype, Parker, I. 117). * * * 

Brodrick's Memorials of Merton College, Oxford ; Wood's Athenae 
Oxon. (Bliss), iii, 332-6, and passim ; Wood's Fasti (Bliss), i. iii ; Laud's 
Works; Cal. State Papers (Dom), 1615-50; Burrow's Parliamentary 
Visitation of Oxford (Camden Loc.) 

S. L. L. 

The Will of Sir Nathaniel Brent of London, Knight, being 
very aged. Dated 4 Nov., 1652. Proved 29 April, 1653. 

I give thanks to God that I am the son of believing parents and have 
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been instructed in the true faith. I bequeath iny body to be buried in 
the church of Litile St. Bartholomew's as near as may be to the grave 
of my late wife. Whereas a marriage was not long since celebrattd 
between my eldest son Bazil Brent and Elizabeth Bennett, daughter of 
— < — Bennett, esquire, formerly of London, deceased, by occasion 
whereof my manors of Clapcott and Rushcourt were settled upon them 
by deed quadripartell of 10 June, 1650, I now ratify all that I then 
granted them. 

If my son Basil die without a son living I give the remainder of my 
lease of the rectory of Long Compton, which I hold of Eton College 
to my younger son Nathaniel, and if he die before the said Basil then to 
my daughter Anne, and after her my daughter Corbett and her children. 

Whereas divers sums are owing to me by my son Corbett for which 
I have nothing to show but his bare word which I account to be as 
good as another man's bond. I freely release him from payment of the 
same. 

I give to my two youngest children Nathaniel and Anne 50// apiece 
towards furnishing each of them a chamber at their ages of 16 ; and I 
desire my son-in-law Dr. Corbett and his wife to take care of my said 
sweet children. I appoint my friend John, late Bishop of Rochester, my 
brother Mr. Richard Brent and my son-in-law Mr. Dr. Corbett to be 
overseers. To my servants 10// apiece, being not able to give more by 
reason of the times. 

To Michael Temple my best gown. I give 20 nobles and 4/1 to the 
poor respectively of the parish where I shall end my days and of Long 
Compton in Warwickshire. Whereas I have always been much obliged 
to the said late Bishop of Rochester, I give him 20// in token of my 
thankfulness ; and to my cousin his wife 10/*. 

I make my son Basil my executor. Memorandum that I have thus 
far proceeded this third dayof November, 1651, meaning it shall stand 
for my will. This 4th day of November, 1652. I give to my son Dr. 
Edward Corbett the lease of Emmbton and Pont Island in Northumber- 
land which I hold from Merton College, Oxford, taken in the name of 
my friend Mr. Philip Owen, citizen of London. 

I bequeath to my son Nathaniel the houses in Fleet Street and 
Temple Bar purchased of Mr. Evet and Mr. Brumstead, trustees for the 
children of one Mr. Hartburne in Oxfordshire. To my daughter Anne 
2500//. 

(Signed) Na. Brent. 

Witnesses : Tho. Wilcoxon, William Newhouse, Jane Moore. 

In regard to his tender years I revoke the executorship and in his 
stead appoint my said son-in-law Dr. Corbett, and I give to my son 
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Basil all the residue of my estate. I give to Mrs. Katherine Doughtie 
io/*, and to Mrs. Jane Mall 40s. 

(Signed) Na. Brent. 

Witnesses : Thos. Wilcoxon, William Newhouse, Mich. Temple, 
Richard Clemenby. 

We whose names are subscribed doe testify that upon the 1st of No- 
vember, 1652, near seven of the clock Sir Nathaniel Brent lying in his 
bed did send for the said Dr. Corbett 81 said in our hearing "Son 
Corbett, I give you all my studdy of bookts except 20 works which I 
give to my son Basil." Katherine Doughtie; Willia Newhouse; Jane 
Moore; Margaret Addams, Witnesses. 

Proved 29 April 1653 by the executor named. 
(P. C. C. Brent 222.) 



The Will of Bazill Brent of Hanslop Parke in the parish of 
Hanslop, co. Buks, e-q. Proved 4, Sept. 1695. [The son of Sir Nath- 
aniel Brent] Directs that his body shall be buried in Hanslop church 
or in the parish of Little St. Batholomew in case he should die in Lon- 
don. 

Bequests to the poor of Hanslop etc. 

To his son-in-law Henry Reyneli and his daughter Elizabeth, wife ot 
the latter. 

To his wife Joyce, his grandson Brent Reyneli and his two sisters 
Elizabeth and Katherine Reyneli. 

(Signed) Bazill Brent. 

Witnesses : Francis Hales, Mary Golding, Anna Golding, Tho. Bed- 
ingfield. 

(P. C. C. Irby 514) 



(P. C. C. Admon Act Book, 1652, F. 72.) 
Richard Brent. 
21 May 1652, a commission was issued to George Brent, son of Rich- 
ard Brent, late of Larkstoke, co. Gloucester, widower, deceased, to 
administer etc. 

Note. The George Brent mentioned was the father of George Brent 
of Woodstock, the first of that name in Virginia. 

P. C. C. Admon. Act Book. 1677. 
Richard Brent 
21 June 1677, a Commission was issued to Robert Brent, nephew by 
the brother of Richard Brent, late of Larkestoke, co Gloucester de« 
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ceased, to administer the goods, etc., letters of administration granted 
May 1652 having been renounced. 

Note. — The long delay in the settlement of this estate is not under- 
stood. 



(P. C. C. Adorn Book, 1656, January ) 

Foulke Brent, b. 

On ye tenth day a Comon issued forth unto Cecilia Brent, Widdow, ye 

relict of Foulke Brent,* late of Wetland in ye County of Worcester, 

intestate, deceased, to administer the goods, chatiels and debts etc., 

shee being first sworn by Comon truly to administer. 

Note. — The same entry seems to have been made twice. 



(P. C. C. King 52.) 

Will of Richard Brent, of Stoke als La kestoke, Co. Gloucester, 

Gent, dated 22 July, 1676. 

I give to my servants, John Redding and Katherine Jeffes, 20/1 apiece. 

I give to my daughter, Margaret, wife of Thomas Bartlet, of Eves- 
ham Co. Worcester, 50//. 

I give to my servant and tenant. Wm. Jeffes, (father of the said 
Katherine) 30//. provided that if he be permitted to hold the house etc. 
where he now liveth for one & twenty years after my death, at the 
yearly rent of 5s, he then take that in satisfaction of his 30/1 

All my lands and rents in Walton, Cardifle, Co. Gloucester. I give to 
my two sisters, Katherine als Christina Brent, and Eleanor a.s Hetena 
Brent y Spinsters. 

The residue of my lands, chattels, etc. I give to my son Robert Brent, 
my next heir, whom I make my executor. 

(Signed) Richard Brent. 
No witnesses. 

Codicil, 27 October, 1678. I give to my daughter Margaret Bartlet, 
aforesaid, all my wool, old and new. 

Witnesses to my last will & testament : Thomas Lumley, John Price, 
Bridget Smith. 

Proved 10 May 1679, by Robert Brent, son & exor named to whom 
administration was granted. 

* Foulke Brent was the son of Richard Brent and Elizabeth Reed and the brother of 
Giles Brent of Maryland and Virginia. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 



